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LIBRARY ESSENTIALS
a. Accessing Libraries 

b. Accessing Resources

c. Study spaces and other facilities (tour)
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Learning outcome
RESEARCH ESSENTIALS
a. Literature Search

b. Sources: Databases & Hacks

c. Citing and Academic Integrity



Library Essentials



Click on each library below to learn more about them

Central Library
C J Koh 

Law Library
Hon Sui Sen

Memorial Library

Coming soon!

Library at UTown / 
Yale-NUS College 

Library

Medicine+Science 
Library

Music Library
Wan Boo Sow 

Chinese Library

https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/central-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/c-j-koh-law-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/hon-sui-sen-memorial-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/yale-nus-college-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/medicine-science-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/music-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries/chinese-library
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/tel-imaginarium/whatwedo/projects/360tour


Presentation title 5

Library entry
Bring your NUS card alongNUS eCard*

<your name>

Physical NUS card

* 1 - Also available on NUS 

Card app. 

* 2 – Available for use at 

Central Library and Wan Boo 

Sow Chinese Library only.



Study spaces at NUS Libraries

Looking for power points, air-con and wi-fi? 

Choosing spaces for between quiet study and group 

collaboration?

Facilities and booking details

Opening hours of libraries

https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/facilities
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/our-libraries
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These libraries have network

and on-site self-service printing:

• Central Library Levels 4 and 5

• C J Koh Law Library Level 1

Printing & Photocopying 
in Libraries

Instructions on network 
printing, other locations in 

campus and pricing 

https://libfaq.nus.edu.sg/faq/71360
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The IDs you have

NUSNET ID

Use it to access:
• NUS email
• NUS wi-fi
• Canvas
• NUS Libraries’ e-

resources and e-forms

Reset NUSNET password

https://nusit.nus.edu.sg/change-or-reset-your-nusnet-password/
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The IDs you have

Student/Staff ID

Use it to access your 
library account (myLINC)

• Reserve a title
• Request a title from 

Closed Stacks
• View borrowing 

history
• Renew loans online Access myLINC or reset Library PIN

https://linc.nus.edu.sg/patroninfo
https://libfaq.nus.edu.sg/faq/71249


Self-service facilities

Presentation title 10

View demo

Borrow: Self-checkout machine

Accepted items View demo

Return: Bookdrop

https://youtu.be/9zSTU6iguN0
https://libfaq.nus.edu.sg/faq/71313
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/1tD_FYlAL3g


Need help?
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Online (FAQs, e-form, email) 

Get online help

Service Desk

https://libfaq.nus.edu.sg/


Essentials at a Glance
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• Loan privileges: https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/borrowing-requests/loan-privileges

• Recommend articles and books (eForm): https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/eforms

• Learning support: https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/services-help/learning-support

• Working on your assignment: https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus/assignment

https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/borrowing-requests/loan-privileges
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/eforms
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/services-help/learning-support
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus/assignment


Research 
Essentials
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• Just enter keyword(s) in search box

• Retrieves online and print collection

FindMore – Library’s search engine

https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/
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Topic Search in: NUS Theses
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Topic Search in: NUS Theses

Request items:

1. You will be prompted to enter your 

student ID and Library PIN

2. You will be notified via your NUS 

email when you may collect the 

item

3. Note that hardcopy thesis can only 

be read within Library
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Topic Search in : ScholarBank (NUS Repository)

https://scholarbank.nus.edu.sg/

https://scholarbank.nus.edu.sg/
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1. Go to: https://scholarbank.nus.edu.sg/

2. Enter keyword(s) of your topic of interest

3. Look at the results generated. Are they relevant to what you are 
searching for? Do you need to change any of the keyword? 

Let’s Try ScholarBank 

https://scholarbank.nus.edu.sg/
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Topic Search in : Databases

Database Search option:

• Search box: when you know the 

database that you want to use, eg.

Scopus

• Major & Popular Databases: this 

list the databases commonly used

• Subject: you can choose to search 

based on subjects. For example, 

when Social Science is chosen, the 

results will show the list of 

databases related to that discipline 

(next slide)



20

Topic Search in: Databases (search by ‘subject’ list) 
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Databases
PROQUEST DISSERTATION  & 

THESES GLOBAL 

Comprehensive curated 

collection of multi-disciplinary 

dissertations and theses 

from around the world, offering 

over 5 million citations and 3 

million full-text works from 

thousands of universities. 

Uncover new ideas and 

innovations
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Databases
PSYCHINFO

on OVID platform
Provides abstracts and references to 

articles in psychology and related 

disciplines, including medicine, psychiatry 

and sociology. Includes dissertations, book 

chapters covering empirical studies, case 

studies, surveys, bibliographies, literature 

reviews, discussion articles, and 

conference reports.

https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&PAGE=main&NEWS=n&DBC=y&D=psyf,psyb,psyh
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&PAGE=main&NEWS=n&DBC=y&D=psyf,psyb,psyh
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Databases

PSYCHINFO

on OVID platform

https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&PAGE=main&NEWS=n&DBC=y&D=psyf,psyb,psyh
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&PAGE=main&NEWS=n&DBC=y&D=psyf,psyb,psyh
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Databases

PSYCHINFO

on OVID platform

https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&PAGE=main&NEWS=n&DBC=y&D=psyf,psyb,psyh
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&PAGE=main&NEWS=n&DBC=y&D=psyf,psyb,psyh
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Databases

Scopus
Scopus is the largest abstract and citation database containing both peer-reviewed 

research literature and quality web sources. Supports research needs in the scientific, 

technical, medical and social sciences fields and the arts and humanities. In many 

ways similar to Web of Science, Scopus is very useful for interdisciplinary search.

PubMed PubMed is a service of the U.S. National Library of Medicine that includes over 17 

million citations from MEDLINE and other life science journals for biomedical articles 

back to the 1950s. It includes links to full text articles and other related resources. 

Newspapers FACTIVA NEXIS UNI

HeinOnline
Law-related

LawNet Lexis Advance Singapore

https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://www.scopus.com/home.url
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://global.factiva.com/en/sess/login.asp?xsid=S001dVp1Gb85DEu5DEmM9AvOTUnMD7yMHn0YqYvMq382rbRQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQUFBQQAA
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://advance.lexis.com/bisacademicresearchhome/?pdmfid=1516831&identityprofileid=RHB5HS58401
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://heinonline.org/HOL/Welcome
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://www.lawnet.sg/lawnet/ip-access
https://libproxy1.nus.edu.sg/login?url=https://advance.lexis.com/sgresearchhome/?pdmfid=1522471&identityprofileid=RHB5HS58401
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Databases

Scopus

Try re-sorting the 

results by choosing

‘Relevance’

Or

‘Cited by (highest)’
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Databases

Scopus

Tip

When you locate

relevant results, look

at other features on

that article that may

be relevant for you 

as well
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Searching effectively using search operators

AND: both terms must be present 
→ fewer results

OR: either terms may be present 
→ more results

“Phrase searching ” 

e.g. “emotional agility”

* Truncation/wildcard

variant forms of the root word

e.g. attitud* retrieves attitude,          

attitudinal,         

( ) Grouping/Round Parentheses

Useful when your search includes

synonyms/related words

e.g. (achievement OR performance) 



Starting your Research
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NUS Libraries’ 
search engine

FindMore

lib.nus.edu.sg
Searches 
scholarly works

scholar.google.com

Google Scholar

https://lib.nus.edu.sg/
https://scholar.google.com/
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Starting your Research : what about Google?



Searching Google: Common search techniques

Search for a specific site: Put "site:" in front of a site or domain. For example, site: moh or site:.gov.

Search for related sites: Put "related:" in front of a web address you already know. 
For example: related: gov.sg

Search social media : Put @ in front of a word to search social media. For example: @twitter.

Search hashtags: Put # in front of a word. For example: #pridemonth

Exclude words from your search: Put - in front of a word you want to leave out. 
For example: dysfunctional family -foster

Search for an exact match: Put a word or phrase inside quotes. For example: "panic attack"

Combine searches: Put "OR" between each search query. For example: panic OR anxiety.



Operator Description Example

“Search a phrase” Forces the specific word order "This phrase only please"

"Word" Quotation marks around a word turns 
off synonyms & spell checking

“panic attack"

site: searches a particular website (gov.sg) 
or domain (.sg)

site:gov.sg

related: put "related:" in front of a web address you 
already know

related: gov.sg

filetype: Searches for a particular filetype,
followed by the search term related to what 
you’re looking for.

filetype:pdf

intitle: Searches only in the title intitle:"climate change"

Searching Google: Common search techniques



Grey Literature 

• various document types produced by organisations, governments and 

industry, covering a wide range of subject areas and professional 

fields, not controlled by commercial publishing

• essential resource in scholarly communication, research, and policy 

making for business, industry, professional practice, and civil society

• recognised as a key source of evidence, argument, innovation, and 

understanding across disciplines 

source: http://www.greynet.org/images/Pisa_Declaration,_May_2014.pdf by 
GreyNet

http://www.greynet.org/images/Pisa_Declaration,_May_2014.pdf
http://www.greynet.org/home.html


Types of Grey Literature can include but 
not limited to…
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•Technical or research reports from government agencies

•Reports from scientific research groups

•Working papers from research groups or committees

•Conference and meeting proceedings/abstracts

•Dissertations and theses

•Statistics

•Patents

•Archival materials

•Unpublished or ongoing studies

•Clinical practice guidelines not published in journals

•Informal communications with experts

source: http://www.greynet.org/images/Pisa_Declaration,_May_2014.pdf by GreyNet

http://www.greynet.org/images/Pisa_Declaration,_May_2014.pdf
http://www.greynet.org/home.html
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Let’s try Sources

FindMore (Library’s search engine)

PsycInfo

Scopus

1. Choose one source

2. Enter keywords + at least 

ONE search operator 

3. Review relevance of results
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Library 

Hacks



How to get full-text external of portal
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Set up Proxy 
Bookmarklet 

Proxy Bookmarklet

System checks if title is 
subscribed by the 
Library. If yes, it 
will provide full-text 
options ☺

Set up LibKey Nomad

LibKey Nomad

A browser extension 
that provides single 
click access to library 
content from publisher 
websites, PubMed, 
Web of Science, 

Scopus and more!

Set up in Google Scholar

Google Scholar

Configure settings in 
Google Scholar so that 

appears in search result 
for full-text access

http://libguides.nus.edu.sg/findfulltext/proxybookmark
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/findfulltext/libkeynomad
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/findfulltext/findit
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Evaluating sources



Evaluating sources
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Evaluating/assessing your sources applies 

especially those disseminated on social media

You received this … 

then what?



Why evaluate the information you get?
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Rise of literary 
fraud, fake news 

and pseudoscience

May not be 
peer-reviewed 

rigorously

?

Author(s) may 
have personal or 
vested interests

May be 
outdated and 

invalid



So, how do you evaluate the information you get? 
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Scholarly works & websites

C
Currency

Timely + 
updated

R
Relevance

Related to 
research topic

A
Authority

Authored by 
subject expert

A
Accuracy

Truthful + 
verified

P
Purpose

Objective + 
non-biased

CRAAP: Questions to ask yourself

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/eng_research/evaluate/evaluation_criteria


So, how do you evaluate the information you get? 
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News media

Stop before 
reading

S

Investigate 
the source

I

Find trusted 
coverage

F

Trace to the 
original

T

i

i

SIFT: Questions to ask yourself

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/digitalliteracy/news


Academic Integrity
Citing & Referencing
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Citation vs attribution
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More details on citation

Does not involve 
reproductionCite

More details on attribution

Involves 
reproductionAttribute

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/citation
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources/attribution


Citing sources
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ZoteroBib ZoteroBib is a citation 
software you can access 
from your browser – no 
installation required! 

Resource guides:

Zotero
Citation 

Styles

https://youtu.be/WfwqwDoCc4A
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/c.php?g=145733&p=955213
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/citation
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/endnote


Managing your research: 
use a reference management software
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ZOTERO training workshop 

30 August 2023

2pm – 4pm

Central Library 

Pre-class must-do(s)

- Install Zotero on desktop

- Install Zotero connector on 

browser 
Resource guide on Zotero:
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/c.php?g=145733&p=955276

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/c.php?g=145733&p=955276


Attributing sources
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When re-using an image, graph or other copyrighted work…

For assignments

Ensure you have attributed 
the author or creator.

More on 
attribution

Attribution 
builders

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources/attribution
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources/attribution_tools


Academic Integrity Essentials

48
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When using library 
e-resources, you should not be…

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus/acadintegrity#s-lib-ctab-22144949-1
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No to plagiarism! 
Common examples
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No to plagiarism! 
Common examples

Guidelines

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus/acadintegrity#s-lib-ctab-22144949-5
https://myportal.nus.edu.sg/studentportal/student-discipline/all/docs/NUS-Plagiarism-Policy.pdf


To avoid plagiarism
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https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/citation


Other sources and resources to note
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Other sources and resources to note
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Systematic Review guide: https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/sysreviews

SAGE Research Methods (SRM): https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/researchmethods/srm

Academic integrity: https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus/acadintegrity

Finding and Using Free-Use Online Content: https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources

Attribution: https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources/attribution

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/sysreviews
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/researchmethods/srm
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus/acadintegrity
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources
https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/freesources/attribution
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Need help with writing?

NUS Libraries Writers’ Centre

1-to-1 Peer Tutoring

• Individual consultations 
• Academic, creative, 

professional writing
• Graduate and 

undergraduate tutors
• Extra thesis and 

dissertation support

Writing Skills Workshops

• Writing process workshops
• Drop-in consultations for 

writing-intensive courses, 
honors theses, final 
projects, etc.

Book an appointment
https://nus.mywconline.com/

https://nus.mywconline.com/
https://nus.mywconline.com/
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/services-help/writing-communication-hub/about
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Self-help & reach out

Resource Guides 

Self-help information 
guides specific to subject, 
topic or course, where 
librarians curate helpful 
resources perpetually.

Browse/search for a guide

Research Librarians

Library staff that guide 
specific subject, topic, or 
course info needs. Know 
who they are and buzz 
them whenever you are in 
an information crisis!

Know your librarians!

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/services-help/know-your-librarians
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ASEAN Corner @ the Singapore-Malaysia Collection
NUS Libraries’ unique collection

Provides authoritative information about ASEAN through 
resources covering economic, political, security, and 
socio-cultural aspects. The resources include:

A library collection of print 
ASEAN-related resources

A digital archive at 
dedicated PC terminal 

Peggy Wai Chee Leong-Hochstadt Room
Central Library, Level 5



Library workshops
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→

Researcher Unbound

Boost your 
research skills →

Jumpstart Minis

Learn immersive 
technology

https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/researcher-unbound
https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/spaces/tel-imaginarium/whatwedo/workshops/current
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Library Essentials Guide

You can also access the guide from uNivUS app

https://libguides.nus.edu.sg/new2nus
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Thank you!

Questions?

askalib@nus.edu.sg

jam@nus.edu.sg

mailto:askalib@nus.edu.sg
mailto:askalib@nus.edu.sg
mailto:askalib@nus.edu.sg
mailto:jam@nus.edu.sg

