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Introduction /48

 Series of research articles over the years
R — RPN A Em L
e Buddhism in Singapore as the main research focus
CUBT IS b 380 4 E B R R
* Buddhist networks
ik A 4%
* Buddhist diplomacy
B G
* Buddhist modernism
Ml R AR

* Diverse development of Buddhism in maritime
Southeast Asia

Db ZE I 3R e 0 ) 22 J0 35 R JE RS
» Reflections on researching on “Southeast Asian
Buddhism”
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1. My Academic Journey (Preface)
FeHVE R (A7) =

2. Diaspora’s Dharma: Buddhist Connections across the South
China Sea, 1900-1949

BERC A% 1 20140 9] £ 1949 AV S Fe M 2 i L

3. Lion City’s Dharma: A Brief Discussion on Chinese Buddhism j,i
in Singapore -

WA © T I b g My P

4. This-worldly Buddhism: The Evolution of Humanistic
Buddhism in Singapore

SREGRA © N BB ISR

5. g)efending the Dharma: Buddhist Activism in a Global City-
tate
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6. Chanting for Liberation: A Brief History of Chinese Buddhist
Funeral Rites in Singapore
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7. Buddhism in Singapore-China Relations: Venerable Hong
Choon and his Visits, 1982—-1990

TSRS - TR AR R = (1982—1990)
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the Fallen Pagoda” Exhibition in Singapore

(AN T “EERERIM R RE

9. Teaching Dharma, Grooming Sangha: The Buddhist College
of Singapore
(EMZ S « FrinRe e avalae B #EE

10. Rebranding the Buddhist Faith: Reformist Buddhism and
Piety in Contemporary Singapore

A - & CH IR B S AL 2 3
11. Cyber Dharma: Celebrating E-Vesak in Singapore
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Diaspora’s Dharma Bifg£4%

* Role of Xiamen in South China Sea Buddhist networks
A AR T YR ]
* Key port for maritime trade
B )
* Major hub for Chinese emigration
M B
* The making of South China Sea Buddhist networks
el TR b B A 4%
* Nanputuo Monastery
[ P e FE =
e 1924: abbot Huiquan (1874-1942) founded Minnan
Buddhist Institute ‘
19245F, T RE 7 & SRIAAT (1874-1942) RI5L[H]
EafviE S
e 1927: Taixu (1890-1947) succeeded as abbot and rector
19274, KEE KA (1890-1947) #E . ik

ml




Diaspora’s Dharma g £4%

* Raising funds across the sea
iEeNE R 25 Sy ey
e Xican (1848-1911) made trips to Singapore and Malaya
to raise funds for the tem ole restoration projects

H2: (1848-1911) ZEwg R BLiE K g fe=F 1218
. 1926. Taixu’s first visit to Singapore to raise funds

1926 FE N EFEEN NN E G

* Gained the support of prominent overseas Chinese
leaders, such as Tan Kah Kee and Aw Boon Haw

B USRS . S B 2 6 [ 3 £ A AT A
IR &




Lion City’s Dharma iy

* Brief history of Chinese Buddhism in Singapore
I o 8RS s
* Arrival of Raffles -+ & Baspr hn s
* Chinese migrants from Fujian and Guangdong
AN AR, EAREERE AN
1. “Folk Buddhism”:

EMEiNGEE A

* “Unity of Three Teachings”: Confucianism,
Buddhism, Taoism
kIl [ =856 —

* Little knowledge of the Dharma
AN TR P A T

2. Rise of institutional/“orthodox” Buddhism
Sy IR ] )




Lion City’s Dharma iy

 Who are “Buddhists”?
At [Phant] 7
e 1947 Census for Malaya and Singapore: Chinese National Religion

1947 FHE R N D2 A =¥

e “ .. itisonthe one hand ‘Buddhism’ as Canonical Buddhism
and on the other hand ‘Buddhism’ as Chinese Religion” ——
Vivienne Wee

[ — D7 e P PO B 3, TS — T O 3E NSRS
] —— SHREUS

e “... process of ‘Buddhicisation’ of the Chinese religious syncretism
and a movement towards Reformist Buddhism” —— Kuah Khun
Eng

[ BTN EAE R s [ | FEANRFEM, ZhEm
FHHA] —— PR

- SECOND EDITION




Table 2.1 1947 Census for Malaya and Singapore

Religion Estimated Figures
Mohammedans (Muslims) 2,500,000
Chinese National Religion (Buddhists + 2,500,000
Taoists + Chinese Popular Religion)

Hindus 500,000
Christians 120,000
Sikhs 18,000
Pagans 35,000
Others 31,000

Source: McDougall, Buddhism in Malaya, 33.
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CENSUS OF POPULZ

Religion

Singapore remained multi-religious in 2020. |

1]

5555%5 11

Over the last 10 years, Singapore continued to be religiously diverse.

33.3% 10.9% 18.3% 14.7% 5.1% 0.7% 17.0%

k !H%J .

\.M . f' . II|||_. g
Buddhism Taoism* Christianity Islam Hinduism Dther
y Religions Rellglon

= i = = T L
31.1% 8.8% 18.9% 15.6% 5.0%0.6% 20.0%

*Includes Chinese Traditional Beliefs.
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This-worldly Buddhism Ei 4%

Histor ‘Humanistic Buddhism” in Singapore
SETRGE o AR <R

1. Taixu’s “Human Life Buddhism” K J& K ET ) N A1 2

e Taixu’s call for the modernization and revitalization of
Chinese Buddhism

DR R K i e e o 1 BORA AL BB

* Taixu’s election as abbot of Nanputuo Monastery and
missionary trips to Singapore

X AT F7 P 5 P8 <7 B g B I3 A2
* In 1927, Ning Dayun founded the first lay Buddhist

organlzatlon in Singapore > the Chlnese Buddhist
Association

LO9TeE, SRR T LS — R Lt >




This-worldly Buddhism Btk

2. Yen Pei’s (1917-1996) “Humanistic Buddhism” JE¥EVEAR (1917 - 1996) 1 Al
H

* In 1963, Yen Pei migrated to Singapore and became abbot of Leng Foong Prajia
Auditorium

1963 4, REE RTINS, B4y T A s A Ry
* In 1981, he established Singapore Buddhist Welfare Services
19814F, AL NI A 2t A 1) e

3. Development of Taiwanese Humanistic Buddhism groups in contemporary Singapore
278N [H 2 RS AE 5 AU I 95
* In 1985, Venerable Hou Zong founded the Mahaprajna Buddhist Society
1985 4, JESRIERT RO B A A e
* In 1993, the Buddha’s Light International Association was established in
Singapore
19934, [ Fh ' e BN 17 & ple S
* In 2000, Fo Guang Shan Singapore was officially registered
2000 F, Hr NS Lk ZEE AL

* In 1993, Tzu Chi Singapore was established
1993 F , SHTINY ZEVS AT




Defending the Dharma #3f{#iiZ:

* Singapore Buddhist Federation 37 I35 {3 5 4&

e Officially establlshed on October 30, 194
1949 % 10 £1 30 1,  Hil ﬁ%%ﬁ%’é’@E_ﬁﬂiﬂﬁﬁii

* Guiding objectives: promote world peace; promote the Dharma;
expand Buddhist education; carry out welfare activities; and

Improvethe aI| ofth\elsan
RV % ﬁf%g B, WA, DR

* Lee Choon Seng served 8 terms as chairman
By R SRIKE
* Notable achievements: successfully petitioned the government

to recognize Vesak as a publlc holl ay and obtained permission
to establlsh a Buddhist cemete

%%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁ (Vesak) Eﬁﬁz%%ﬁj]ﬂi}jzﬁ/j/\ L.

* From the 1970s onward, more proactive role in rallying Buddhists to
defend their faith and correct religious misrepresentations or
s U|ded ractices

AL70EACRAZR, S BMERACGH R H 5 LR MM 2 1E4T




Defending the Dharma 24k

« Buddhist activism and media censorship 3] K G 28 25 55k 250 1) 72 f

* Persuaded the government to censor foreign films that contained sacrilegious content
or misrepresented Buddhist teachings

S B 3 A5 A 2E N R R %1%%’6&%’6&&5’]%.%%

* Such as the South Korean movie Dream, Japanese movie Lefty Fencer, Hong Kong
movie Golden Nun

gi@g%.%?ﬁ () . HERER (KEFEHNRATH0) - FEEY (SR SR i
~ T =

. CIarlfylng erroneous ideas on Buddhism to ensure canonical accuracy of teachings
T S A2 ) AR R A o R 2 T A

* Particularly serious about clarifying misconceptions about the Sangha , -

R Ok SRR |

* Took newspaper Min Pao Daily to task for a misreported article on the Avalokitesvara

Bodhisattva and a subsequent report that aimed to sensationalize a Buddhist scandal

IF
[

—— R
e T PO T T

HURKDPMBRBR

R A CRCHE) BIRBLE SRR ek, DA F == oo
* Criticizing “unorthodox” practices s & [ E1E&T ] 2L — o e 2
« Wary of the spread of Yiguandao %15 — & 18 75 #r Nk i 5% J& %,

AW 3% U EYRY =7 /‘ ki y g IS =
* Protested the registration of Falun Gong as a Buddhist institution PragiZbm D) B g s // | Bl A E -
& (S B S |



Chanting for Liberation &finE fig it

* Chinese migration # A% [X::
* Dissemination of Chinese religious practices
(e | R SR RS BE
* Inflow of Buddhist monks into Singapore
GEEACICEIEN AN i B
» “Popular Buddhism”/Unity of the Three Teachings
[EEI ] /=85 —
* Chinese Buddhist funeral rites in colonial Singapore
1 R HRy BT TINS5 Py v 159 0 7 2R X

1. Funeral rituals conducted by travelling Buddhist
monks

Y N T F ) e FR 7 2
2. Funeral rites offered by ritual specialists
AR /B E VR X




Chanting for Liberation B fEAR

e Buddhist modernism and “Reformist” funeral rites

PhBERACICEL [ 55 | FE 3R

e Rise of “Reformist Buddhism” in the second half
of the 20t century

20 HAC FF5E [ 3gh] ry S

* Promoting canonical/orthodox Buddhism

1 8 15 P
* Shift in preference for “simplified” Buddhist rites
LR AT
e Simplifying Chinese Buddhist funeral rites
’é-%%?;%@%%&%ii%ﬁ
1. Professional ritual monks or specialists
Hk S £ 1A
2. Recitation assistance groups
jJJLm\‘IIIu %




Buddhism in Singapore-China Relations

7)) B

* From 1982 to 1990, Hong Choon (1907—-1990) made 8 visits to the PRC
1982 & 1990 4 » ZEMfARN (1907-1990) /\=ZKF/5 HrEE A FRIEAIE]
* InJuly 1982, Hong Choon led a delegation of 6 Buddhists from Singapore to
visit China
1982 £ 7 H » TR ABHE A —{E HH 7 AL D08 (e B A Ry (SR BT
[ [
* Received a warm welcome from Zhao Puchu and his wife Chen Bangzhi
2 BRI R H R AN BRF AR Z B
* OnlJune 16, 1983, and his 15-man delegation arrived in Beijing
1983 4 6 H 16 H » 7= ke HAth15 AGHpHIARE 2L
* Met with director of the Religious Affairs Bureau Qiao Lianshen
FH T HEFEREBEEEIEE

e Also met the Panchen Lama, Honorary President of the Chinese
Buddhist Association, as well as other Buddhist leaders

B (2 rh e Y o E R DI S P - HEA




Buddhism in Singapore-China Relations
ZIBSYE S

* In August 1984, Hong Choon and his 15-man ““Singapore KMSPKS Pilgrimage and
Tour Delegation” visited China

%%§E8H,%%&%ﬂﬁwk@&%%%ﬁ%%m%%ﬁ%%%%%m
f
* Met with Ulanfu, China’s vice-chairman

LENE S BRSNS PR

* In 1985, Hong Choon invited various religious leaders of the Singapore IRO to visit
China with him

1985 4F, 7 2 Blgh s S N o OB R & & K S8 Bt — R A A o B
* The delegration had an audience with vice-Chairman Ulanfu

ARTR [ ol 2 L P [ [ 5 5 S ol R

* In 1988, Zhao Puchu, in his capacity as CBA chairman and CPPCC vice-chairman, led a
6-man CBA delegation on a visit to Singapore

W%fﬁ,%ﬂ@% ipi?%?ﬁﬁﬁ Teb BN BSOS 1 el o e 1) 2
e e S T b o o ) B A R T
* Welcomed by Hong Choon, Kong Hiap, and Siong Khye
FHEET . EIEVEAT . W LA
* Met with second deputy prime minister Ong Teng Cheong and minister of state
for community development Ch’ng Jit Koon

LT R AR A BN 9 S v AU AR R H R




Curating Buddhism, Fostering Diplomacy
VRN AT

* Famen Temple
%P5
* Prominent Buddhist monastery located in the Famen town of
Xi’an in Shaanxi Province

A [ 0k PG 4 VU 2 TV P SE I — e 2 44 7 A
* In 1987, an archaeological excavation at the site discovered
hundreds of objects, including the Buddha’s finger bone relic

1987 F, X3 7R TE B = AIE N IEE 15X

e “Secrets of the Fallen Pagoda: Treasures from Famen Temple and
the Tang Court” (2014)

MR ER s BIRLE . IEFISTEENR = 2 HE] (2014 )
» Singapore’s Asian Civilisations Museum collaborated with the

Shaanxi Provincial Cultural Relics Bureau and Shaanxi Cultural
Heritage Promotion Center

ﬁ@ﬁ%%l%@% BAPRVY SRy PRV SCYD AL




] e —— ———a ——— .
:ﬂ .y e W RN RN R S s .
.

i
!
I




Curating Buddhism, Fostering Diplomacy
RPN

* The Famen Temple overseas exhibitions 72 [']5F F 41 A -
. SW|tzerIand Japan UK, USA, Greece, Hong Kong, and Talwanf

P DB ER. R 2o

* In 2014, artefacts from the Famen Temple were exhibited in
Singapore

DOLAAE s 13 M 2 ST e B i

* 120 objects or sets of objects were loaned to Singapore, of which
24 were grade-one objects or sets of objects

120 4 (&) ¥, Hr24 4 (B 280w

. The exhlbltlon ran from January 17 to May 4, 2014 2 & ¢ 2014 F 1 H
H¥r4E2 5 H 4 o

* The opening event was attended by Minister for National
Development Khaw Boon Wan, NHB CEO Rosa Daniel, as well as
representatlves from the Shaanxi Province Cultural Relic Bureau

d the Chinese Emgass |n Slggapo

I

Rosa Daniel+ @H‘g fF )%% gﬂi?ﬁgﬁiﬁzﬁﬁﬁ%{}@%ﬁr

IR -5-v
* Demonstrated the use of Buddhist artefacts in diplomacy between

China and Singapore 20 a] F R SCAR A A

lll'
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FIGURES OF BUDDHIST DIPLOMACY
IN MODERN ASIA

EDITED BY JACK MENG-TAT CHIA




Teaching Dharma, Grooming Sangha
s

* Buddhist College of Singapore

%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ%u

* Officially opened on September 13, 200
2006 29 7 15 1 BN bR e Ak

. Adm|n|strated by th/(g,r ng Meng San Phor Kark See Monastery
e DINE - e il A= i
e Singa ore ’s first Chln ese Mahayana Buddhist college

HUINIR o — P (5 b 205 B

* 4 primary objectlves

@ﬂfﬁmﬁﬁ

Develop talents in monastery and temple management

B FbiE AN

2. Train teachers for Buddhist colleges
ol 4 o 5 B il

3. Foster researchers in Buddhist studies
BEHAMRAA

4. Educate Dharma propagators

B ENE
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Rebranding the Buddhist Faith

Principles and Practices of Reformist Buddhism
ST A SR R B R
* Work towards removing misconceptions of Buddhism
BT I PR B % o 2 aR
* Clearing up the public’s confusion with it as an associated
form of Taoism

TH BR > 78 5% R B E R E O B TR 2R TRV

* Increasingly pro-active in promoting their religion by working
with Buddhist organizations in Singapore and abroad

A = Syt BT I RRT B S o s Ak 5 AR

* Buddhist music and songs are no longer confined to the
traditional Buddhist chanting

2 G A 5 R (A 1




Cyber Dharma #§ %%

AHH

* COVID-19 global pandemic COVID-19 #r el i 5% 15
* Celebrating E-Vesak 1T 4% 5 {4 ZE & R
e Live online blessing services 4¢ 7% &r

.....

* Live online bathing of the baby Buddha ritual 43 _I-
oG
e Buddhist United

e List of 10 activities that Buddhists can do to
celebrate Vesak |+ IEV5#))

» Reflections on the effectiveness of online religious
celebrations within the Buddhist community

J S LB AR 57 FAD o A

11 e
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Conclusion: Buddhism in Singapore
Ak G s v T A

* Reviewing the existing scholarship Bt
AL o il
I'll-ullll’ V- 1||
.

1. Macro approach ZZEHIEH
General accounts, sociological studies,

v
historical studies, and country-specific studies N
s o s . : =
—RRAGE. ARG, BN
9t ﬂ
. A7 P e \
2. Micro approach B 5T 5 s,

Leadership and key personalities, religious s Q\» e
=

institutions and organizations

EE N SR A A
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Imprint whdEm : EIHUEBWHRAS], 2025.
LOCATION CALL # STACK# STATUS
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Commentary

Prof Kuah Khun Eng
Department of Chinese Studies, NUS
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Commentary

A/P Koh Keng We
School of History,
Zhengzhou University
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Sharing of Special Collections
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Overview: Special Collections on Buddhism in Singapore

. : 40 AR IR 3T . | N ﬂkﬁﬂ E?-
* Rich collection of reference domd T
. . . v AR 32 X 1 ’
materials in English & AT |

» Covers Buddhist history, ‘
education, institutions, T
leaders, and scholarship in | -t

THE MAHA BODHI SCHOOL

Singapore and SEA

Ha oo SRSt

d mow e
IREEEDE

I SEeERESRERE

Dimensions

Religious identity

BUDDHISM IN SINGAPORE

R ] []
i a re & u I I I q u e Ite I I I S - a short narrative hlSlOl’y A Study of Chinese Singaporeans Who are Buddhists or Taoists
'D. Ong
™ ™ T L

Daniel H. Y. Low

spanning 1940s-present
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Types of Resources: Buddhism in Singapore

,_v‘/

Primary Sources  WiSDOM ;i
«Journals and magazines by associations and
societies

*Biographies & memoirs of venerables
*Anniversary and commemorative publications by
temples, associations and schools

Secondary Sources . /o
Scholarly monographs & edited volumes o
Historical & cultural studies

*\WWorks on Buddhism’s role in Singapore society
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Highlight 1: &=,%{#2{ Nanyang Buddhist (1969-)

e Library holds from Issue 1 (969) B2 <X &

* From Issue 250, Feb 1990: Became
official publication of the Singapore
Buddhist Federation

* [ssue 507, 2019: Special edition
marking SBF 70th Anniversary & 50
years of the magazine

* Longest-running Buddhist periodical in
Singapore

e Content: local and overseas Buddhist
activities, articles on Buddhist thought
and literature

Aemmuz =

1 W&

4 o=
o 4 28 2 2 1 2 O = I

. |
7
\ .

-

é\t\‘-L'L

iy,
o
_\; 17 JUN nwﬁ
AR

NANYANGBUDDHIST

]

Sl IR

NUS RESEARCHER

9 Libraries e UNBOUND*



Highlight 2: 4 Tribute to Master Hong Choon (1993)

* This commemorative book includes his
biography, chronicles, tribute articles,
newspaper cuttings

» Biography & reflections on leadership,
education, and Buddhist growth in
Singapore

Brief History
of
Bhikkhvu Seck I-Iong Choon

Bhikkhu Seck Hong Choon was bom in a middle
peasant family in Xiaks village, Jinjiang, Fujion, China V|nop1mc?r dthu'ro
Father Zhu Zanjia and mother Li wang-n '0"9"9'5‘”' Unfortunately, Crina was invaded by Jopanese then.
Everywhere

inhabitant of Jinjiang. Bei
lheonlyson .h.fumr,w".ﬁ ek da

& ing, duhuchoﬂofpropel

B The h miliated Chinese
were forced fo revolt or
leave their homelond. At
thot fime, his master and he

 Preserves memory and contributions et E
of a prominent venerable for future o o

generations

thsin , the Jopa-

dhism. In spring, he acknowl months in Penang.

edged Bhikkhu Seck Hui "ﬁfd“,gﬁ'd"ad and the
Quan as his master. A 'ﬁ:';omh!om

y that fime, his ma:

b ks St o oy

of the complete rules and strict s ho:d m&ck::ng

discipline ofa monk and proc was invited by

Singapore Buddhist
nceomevlnaynShoelm 2
Guanghua Temple, Pu-Tiar utuo Temple and the

Al eighteen, e followed his e
"‘°'Z'°N°',‘,::’I,"‘{,Y"“:£ - charge of Phor Kork See
his oufiook and made him & Templ in Bright Hill

more diligent in his study and Mawn,sgm,y,”m’ Phor Kark See Tem-
pvccv . Later, when Bhikkhu ple ot that time was con-
Taixu came fo stay in Nan Pu Tuo Temple, Seck Hong Choon,  sisted of only two shrine halls and a piece of farm land. Being
wwmﬁnmummk mgth idance from lhe&:bo' SockHongChoonmodea“om'olonyew
Bhikkhu Taixu, and for three yeors fime, he mode himself ~ Plons. He was octively engoged in preaching the Buddha

153

RESEARCHER

Libraries o UNBOUND+ © National University of Singapore Libraries. All rights reserved.




Highlight 3: FiIMRHEZEITMIEELSIST [Singapore Buddhist
Lodge Silver Jubilee Souvenir Magazine] (1960)
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Database of Classical Poetry in Singapore Fi3KIBNFE

https://nus.edu.sg/nuslibraries/dsprojects/sg-jiutishi/

 Established by Dr Lam Lap (2020)

» Features notable Nanyang poets [FESEREEE
& their poetic records P
* Sources: Local newspapers, "* [~y

magazines & books

* |ncludes a section on Buddhist
Poems

AREENESNEER

EFRUME, AR .

NSV EESNEERRE

us RESEARCHER
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» Lee Choon Seng — Z={8 7% (1888 - 1966 )
businessman, philanthropist, (Lee Choon Seng)
strong supporter of Buddhist =uE e AR RS p R3S
causes

« Master Taixu — reformist monk,  g= = ]
influential during visits to REAJE (1890 -1947)
Singapore

* Khoo Seok Wan — renowned
poet, wrote poems on Buddhist

(Master Taixu)
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Digital Gems @ NUS Libraries https://digitalgems.nus.edu.sq/

« Gateway to digitized rare & special collections
* Includes books, manuscripts, newspapers, photos, maps & more
 Collections include History, Culture & Heritage, Chinese in Southeast Asia

» Nearly 200 digitized English, Chinese & Malay Newspapers
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Help us improve. Your feedback means a lot!
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Thank You!
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For more enquiries, reach out to us.
@ https://nus.edu/NUSL-RU FAQ / E-form 6 askalib@nus.edu.sqg
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